Our democracy deserves better

WHEN Trevor Chappell bowled that infamous
underarm delivery in 1981, it was described as
“the most moment in the history of
cricket”. It was universally condemned, not just
mthespomngworldbunhroushom the whole

community.

Nearly?»ﬂyeazson;twshﬂremunbemd,l
remember it. I think it was the first

phrase “un-Australian”.

mmepnmplstha:gobeyondfustmlesofthe

Before Trevor Chappell bowled that ball,
C Rod Marsh waved to his
te

e'mbetmnhan essence of what
he was saying.

When our Family First volunteers started

ringing me on 20 to tell me there were

le impersonating Family First vohmurs
out different how-to-vote cards to the
ones wewere distributing, I was gol
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I thought I'd seen it all. Obviously I hado't. As
I reflect now on what happened that day, my
thoughts are similar to Rod Marsh's. Surely
“we’lebetberrhanthat" Aren't we?

SA’s leading political Advertiser
mhmnmbrbm]aemeheuhoedrhgmcket
commentator’s response to the voting card
incident.

?smmtofmhndlﬂfeseenmmnm L
hesald.“lnsd:oen:ful.ltlsdelt'bemtely igned
to mislead vot

Amonthswonhoflettustotbeethtozwmﬂs
to’ﬂ‘:eAdvemseragmedwnhhlm,Theomase

in the community was

What the etrators of this scam did reflects
the contempt have for the ordinary voter.
Sadly, it doesn't stop there.

We've just recently seen the clinical execution
of a prime minister by the same sort of baclkroom
operators who organised the fake T-shirts and
how-to-vote cards.

Where will it all end? What sort of “democ-
ra.cf' doth&e ople want?
cgzenhasa]lbutbeenucluded

Aﬂl&fxt]oeoﬂanetcmmnhﬂele&mamaﬂ
pwce green paper called a ballot paper where

can support the candidate or political
of&mrchome.ﬁmmﬂmtsomemulgam
to swindle or hoodwink out of them.

However, as is often the case, these things can
well and truly come back to bite. Those attempt-
ing su.ch practices get “hoist by their own
", as the old saying goes.

Now, I dido't know the real meaning of that
phrase until I thought a petard was
mmekmdofﬂagpoeormke—mﬂ'andyouge:
hoisted upon it. But it doesn’t mean that at all.
Petard is chforbnmbandyuumnll:amed
or “thrown in the air” by your own
“hoist by your own petard”. Your own bomb
blows myourfec.e.

Vi"gl].d clever little ruse on election day has
wel truly blown up in its etrators’
Latthatbealessonloalfegw
deserves better.
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